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The Wait is Over.  Sceptre Has Arrived.  
The Vision 

òI was lying down in my 

room, staring at the ceiling.  

All of a sudden, I saw the 

shape dancing across, like it 

was trying to get my atten-

tion.  I thought I was imagin-

ing things so I closed my eyes, 

but it was still there!  I 

quickly grabbed my notepad 

and sketched the design, a gift 

from God.  Sceptre  was 

born.ó ð Alvin Okami , foun-

der of KoAloha. 

òI believe this is a design that 

was given to me by the Crea-

tor.  All good things that 

come from above are meant 

to be enjoyed by all.  Sceptre 

will be available in two trims, 

but the first one will be for 

all.  The prize from My Mas-

terpiece Collection will be 

introduced as part of the 

KoAloha line of ukulele.  It is 

a concert model that will be 

comparable in price to a  tra-

ditional ukulele.  I want the 

first one to be something that 

everyone can enjoy.  Follow-

ing this model, I will release   

a custom tailored tenor 

model as part of the collec-

torõs series.ó 

Congratulations 

Best wishes and congratulations to Yumi 

Benedicto of Retail Strategies .  Thank 

you for helping us get our lease!!!  She will 

be celebrating the special day in a private 

ceremony with music by Manoa DNA 

(performing in KCCNõs Birthday Bash). 

One of our friends, past winner of Hawaii 

Stars Kids with Special Abilities, Jensen   

Rabacal has graduated from Pearl City High 

School.  Made everybody cry in my church 

when he sang there.  Voice of an angel. 

Donõt forget to visit us at The 37th Annual 

Ukulele Festival in Waikiki on Sunday, July 

22nd.  See you there! 

J u l y  2 0 0 7                 

Sceptre:  A dream come true  
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A Day In Kalihi  

Our efforts in A Day In Kalihi have grown into its next 

phase. Beginning Monday, July 2nd, we are proud to an-

nounce our partnership with the Waikiki Trolleyõs 

Red Line service.  We have been offering our factory 

tour for over eight years, starting with private 

vehicles and only one person at times.  

Over the years it has grown and been 

featured in countless Japanese media 

outlets and the inaugural visit to the is-

lands by CNBC.  In this new campaign, we 

hope to contribute to the growth and inter-

est of the ukulele market.  Mahalo to APA , 

the Mayorõs Office, Michael Pili Pang , MOED , City 

and County of Honolulu Department of Transpor-

tation Services , Media Etc. , and Kim Yuen for all 

your assistance.  

No way, forget the red dirt.  It stains 

your clothes!  What a coincidence, so 

does koa.  Only available at the 

KoAloha factory, come and see the 

koa-stained t-shirts.  We use the same 

wood that we make ukulele with.  

Maybe now all our friends wonõt give 

us 10 billion suggestions for all the 

little pieces of wood!  By the way, 

theyõre stained on purpose, not just 

dirty. 

Red Dirt?  

òBubble, bubble, toil and 

trouble...ó 

K o A l o h a  K o l u m n 

Alan prepares to stain a 

KoAloha t -shirt  

Photo credit:  K. Akagami  

Next Stop:  

KoAloha  
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Artist Updates  

Na Hoku Hanohano Awards  

Kawika 

Ka-

hiapo, 

Walt 

Keale, 

Dean 

Wil-

heim & 

Barret Awai ð aka ð Kaukahi .  

Hoku Award Winners!  Told you 

these guys were special!  Long 

time friends, but first time group, 

these Hawaiians walked away 

with two awards:  Best New 

Group and Best Song. 

Brother Noland still got it.  Bye 

bye bye Pua Lane, weõre actually 

kind of neighbors up in Nu`uanu.  

Mystical Fish won Best Reggae 

Album of the Year. 

Ohana Means Family  

Did you know that Tia Carrere 

was the 

voice of 

Nani in 

Lilo & 

Stitch?  

Did you 

know 

she 

sings?  

Well she does, and well.  That 

was her and Grammy award win-

ning producer Daniel Ho at The 

Flavors of Honolulu promoting 

Hawaiiana. Watch out for another 

of Danielõs groups, Makena , with 

their self titled album. 

Byrd/Vox  

Our friend, the ukulele Ozzy Os-

bourne, Rob Byrd has been a 

ukulele performing maniac!  His 

charm and style was enough to 

persuade Victoria Vox to sing a 

track on his debut CD.  He was 

also sighted performing his signa-

ture Jane Says with none other 

than Kimo Hussey ? Kimo! 

Where did you learn to play that?  

In the Studio  

Herb Ohta, Jr. is just about pau 

with his first solo CD after a few 

collaborations with Daniel Ho .  

He invited me to the sessions, but 

heõs too good.  He was already 

finished by the time I was ready 

to go. 

Fresh off their The Secretõs Out, 

Kawao  is recording again.  Letõs 

see what these guys will do this 

time (also performing in KCCNõs 

Birthday Bash.)  

Sightings  

Thanks to all those that feature 

KoAloha, accidental and on pur-

pose.  Recent sightings have in-

cluded:  4 xõs in one Sunday June 

24th The Honolulu Advertiser 

(Davey D ð Overdrive Live, 

Raiatea Helm, Daniel Ho & pic 

art), Hawaii Business Hula edito-

rial & the Honolulu Zooõs Greatest 

Show on Earth.  Tell us about your 

KoAloha sighting. 

 

K o A l o h a  K o l u m n 

Disney Japan 

Welcome home, Vance K !  

While in Hawaii, he did a radio 

interview at our shop and visited 

the home of his ukuleles.  Once 

again, Kawaihae  played another 

sold out tour.  If you wanted tick-

ets, you had one day to buy them.  

SOLD OUT.  Kawaihae also per-

forms a few songs on Disney Ja-

panõs Hawaiian CD. 

Jack Johnson 

Thanks to Kawika Kahiapo , our 

Tenor Imaikalani will be featured 

on the latest by Jack Johnson.  

Heõs playing some dates stateside 

and recording a few songs.  Can 

you believe Dad made him prom-

ise to take very good care of it.  

(Itõs dadõs personal one and favor-

ite one ð a gift from Paul) 

 


